
Leonard City Council
The Leonard City Council met Monday April 15, 2024 at 6:30 pm for a special meeting. Council members present: Mayor Tracey Jacobson, Tony Plante, Bonnie Greuel, Ryan Hinkel, and City Auditor Trina Nudell. Many community members were also present. April 8 minutes read and approved. 
This meeting was called to discuss time sensitive issues. Items on the agenda were financial/banking, online bill pay/new website and gopher trapping.
At the April 8 regular meeting, current rates for Savings, Money Market and CD’s were given since the balance in the Cornerstone Platinum Savings bank account is below the $150,000 minimum balance and earning 0% interest. A motion was made and approved to roll that money into a Cornerstone money market account with a $1,000 minimum that will earn 3%.  However, the day after that meeting, the banker made us aware of a new rate that would be beneficial to us. If a $67,675.79 deposit was made to get the balance back up to $150,000, we could leave the money in our current Platinum Savings account and earn 4.52%. The city has at least $100,000-$200,000 available in the Bremer main account that isn’t designated to be spent in the near future. Motion made and carried to move $100,000 from our Bremer account to our existing Cornerstone Platinum Savings account to earn 4.52% interest
The city website was the next item of business. This was a continuation of a discussion from a previous meeting. Prices and information for several options were given including Revize, Municipal Impact, EZ Sitelaunch, Wix, Weebley, GoDaddy, Ionos and Squarespace. Catlis and AdShark were also considered. The City of Grafton recently went through the process of creating a new website through Revize and was featured in an article in the April/May issue of CITYScan.  Per phone conversation with Grafton, their set up cost was 6K with a yearly hosting fee of 2K. Grafton got bids from about six others and many government website providers are 4K per year. The price of set-up through Municipal Impact is $450 and the yearly fee is $61 per month or $665 per year. The City of Max and several other ND cities use Municipal Impact. A text and e-mail alerting feature for messages to be sent to residents is included along with a feature where alerts show up as a pop-up box on the website. After discussion, a motion was made and carried to move forward with Municipal Impact for the city website.
Electronic payment providers were the next topic of discussion since QuickBooks 2021 will no longer be supporting electronic payments as of May 31. Rather than paying $799 for an upgraded version of QuickBooks, other electronic payment options have been researched. Costs and features of Bremer Bank and IntelliPay Government Payments/Gov Teller were given. Municipal Online Payments.com was also considered. Paystar and GovCard will also be researched. Discussion included prices compared to current QuickBooks fees and whether the convenience fee should be passed on to the customer paying. IntelliPay has fees very comparable to what the city is currently paying through QuickBooks. Fee of $1.75 for all e-check payments and payments under $60. Fee of 3% for payments over $60. These are also the prices that the City of Max pays and there is no monthly fee. Residents attending the meeting felt that those prices are reasonable for the convenience of paying electronically. It was also noted that paying via check or bill-pay through the residents’ local bank will still be an option. Motion made and carried to move forward with the best online bill pay provider with the lowest fees. 
Gopher traps were briefly discussed next. Motion made and carried to purchase four boxes of gopher traps, which is a total of eight traps.
Meeting adjourned at 7:12 pm.
Next regular meeting will be Monday May 6, 2024, at 7 pm
Trina Nudell, City Auditor

