
Leonard City Council
The Leonard City Council met Monday May 6, 2024 at 7 pm. Council members present: Mayor Tracey Jacobson, Tony Plante, Onica Johnson, Bonnie Greuel, Ryan Hinkel, and City Auditor Trina Nudell. Several community members were also present. April 15 special minutes read and approved. Cass County Sheriff’s Report included seven calls for service, two of which were medical.
Public concerns: There are streets that need repair including the road to the convenience store and the community member that spoke believes that the council should get their priorities straight. Other items in town should take priority over building a new city building. Council members responded that there hadn’t been any more discussions or research done regarding a new city building since it was brought up in public concerns at the last meeting. Next item of discussion was approval of a building permit to Lance Hunsberger for a 10 x 13 addition on north side of his home for dining room and mud room.
City maintenance items were discussed next. The repair of streets with the new gravel is going well, spray is needed and there may be brackets that will work for the for the flags in the packages of new flags.
An update on the Vistaprint city website was given. The last debit card transaction did not go through due to a flag put on the card by the bank, but Vistaprint has been contacted and the website will be back up and running long enough for all pictures and information to be transferred to the new city website. 
Next was more discussion regarding the trees along the old city alley that have fallen on Arlin Vanderwerff’s property. Many of the trees along the old alley are dead and need to be removed. 45 ranger loads have already been hauled away by the resident and branches keep falling. The city was considering paying for removal of dead trees and branches, but community input given during the meeting was that it could potentially create issues in the future. There are many trees on boulevards and alleys in town and homeowners pick up and dispose of the branches that fall. It would be a financial burden to the town to start paying for it all the time for everyone. Motion made and approved to deny the request for tree removal adjacent to the Vanderwerff property, but the city will offer it up to the community for the use of the wood. The city will spread word around town that anyone that wants free firewood should contact Arlin Vanderwerff. 
The 60-day burning permit expired April 9, so Mayor Jacobson is in the process of renewing/extending the burning permit. 
The initial set up of the new city website through Municipal Impact is complete. Next step is to schedule a time for an hour long walk through and training session. 
Motion made and approved to pass an ordinance to keep gaming proceeds within the community. The proposed ordinance would read as follows: The only entities allowed to operate charitable gaming within the city limits of Leonard ND shall be organizations originating within the city of Leonard. It was decided that a second reading of this proposed ordinance will be at a special meeting scheduled for Tuesday May 14 at 6 pm.
Next was discussion regarding the mowing of the private property at the point past the convenience store. It’s the Lions that are in charge of the Fall Festival and parade, so the property owner needs to contact the Lions. The city will no longer be mowing that property. A letter will be sent to the property owner.
Motion made to bill the owners of the building between MLGC and the old cafe building $50 for each time the city had to mow the grass and weeds along the building in 2023. The city auditor was directed to put a note in the bill that it needs to be maintained or they will be billed again. 
The following bills were approved to be paid: Cass County Reporter $145.03 & 81.10, Fat Man Trash $1,908.76, Rustad’s $303, RDO Equipment $32.38, One Call Concepts $5.95, Leonard Cemetery $234.23, Leonard Fire Department $258.26, Leonard Library $352.20, Trina Nudell $507.93, Bruce Johnson $588.73, Bill Magstadt $911.96
Next regular meeting will be Monday June 3, 2024, at 7 pm
Trina Nudell, City Auditor

